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LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 2 July 2026 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Kohikohi ngā kākano, whakaritea te pārekereke, kia puāwai ngā hua 
Gather the seeds, prepare the seedbed carefully, and you will be gifted with abundance of food 

 
 

 
 

Kia ora koutou 
 
Pictured above are Zog and her crew, who long ago, set off to study the story of Planet Earth.  They 
explored human courage and creativity, before blasting into space, and discovering that connection 
unites all worlds.  A huge thank you to all our staff for the preparation and planning that went into staging 
our whole school production Zog’s Time-Travelling Adventure, and to our tamariki for their courage and 
on-stage presence.  We were all gifted with three amazing performances and I am so very very proud of 
you all.  You are all Leeston LEGENDS!!! 
 
Term 3 staffing 
We welcome Jaqueline ten Hove who will be joining our junior team, teaching our New Entrant roll-
growth class in Room 3.  Jaqueline is an experienced teacher, who has worked across both primary and 
early childhood settings, and we are very much looking forward to working with her.  
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I will be away on sabbatical for the term, and Dean will be Acting Principal, with Carol Acting Deputy 
Principal. 
 
The purpose of my sabbatical is to: 
 
 • Explore how generative artificial intelligence (AI) can be used in safe, ethical, and practical ways to 
support teaching, learning, and leadership in New Zealand primary schools. 
 
 • Take time to visit recommended schools in Wellington, Rotorua and Christchurch to observe innovative 
practices in the use of these emerging technologies. The focus will be to explore benefits and risks for 
learners, teachers, and leaders.   
 
 • Use the knowledge gained to develop a clear framework to guide staff and students in understanding, 
navigating and applying AI technologies in ways that are aligned with our school values, student wellbeing 
and future-focused learning environments. 
 
My professional learning will include: 

● A literature review on AI in education, ethics, digital safety and policy 
● School visits and conversations with school leaders and teaching trialling AI tools 
● Writing and dissemination of a school-based AI leadership guide or framework 
● Writing and finalising the sabbatical report, with time for reflection on leadership implications and 

next steps. 
 
I will look forward to reporting back to you all in term 4, and wish you all a safe and well deserved term 
break! 
 
 
Nga mihi nui 

Lynda Taylor 

 

 

WEAR YELLOW FOR HAROLD DAY  

Thank you for your donations for Harold Life Education Trust.  We raised $291.80. Life Education Trust 

has a vision to inspire children in Canterbury to make positive choices for a healthy mind and body and 

help empower tamariki with knowledge about resilience, respect, and identity through Life Education’s 

programmes. 

ATTENDANCE MANAGEMENT PLAN  
As a school, we are required under the Education and Training Act to monitor and record all student 
attendance, regardless of the reason for absence, including illness and medical appointments.  While we 
completely understand that some absences are unavoidable and appropriate, we are still required to 
follow our attendance procedures and contact families when attendance reaches certain thresholds. 
 
As part of our attendance monitoring processes, when your child reaches the thresholds of 5, 10 or 15 
days absent in one term, an automated email is generated.  If you receive one of these emails, and would 
like to discuss your child's attendance further, any challenges affecting attendance, or support that we 
may be able to offer, please contact Lynda Taylor (principal@leeston.school.nz). 
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We are committed to working alongside families to support regular attendance and positive outcomes for 
all students. 
 
PROJECTORS FOR SALE 
We have 2 projectors for sale - 1x Epson EB945 and 1x Viewsonic PDL7820HD.  Approximately 10 years 
old, in working order.  No remotes.  First in first served. $50 each.  

 
 
 
 
ECO WARRIORS HARVEST FEAST 

After helping prepare the soil, plant the seeds, care for the plants and harvest the produce, freezing the 

corn and washing the potatoes, the Leeston School Eco Warriors got to enjoy a feast of sweetcorn, 

mashed potato and baked potato, all served with lashings of butter and salt and pepper. A huge thanks to 

our parent helpers who came in and cooked it all for us and cleaned the kitchen afterwards!.  

It seems a long time ago that we planted and harvested our produce but it was worth the wait, and then 

this week the Eco Warriors were out in the garden with CD moving and spreading compost to prepare the 

soil for our next lot of planting, as 

Eshan put it so perfectly “it is the 

cycle of produce in the garden.”  
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Hard at work preparing the feast! Check out the size of that potato masher! 
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Potato poem by Isla Baker 
Potatoes, Yummy, tasty all different sizes, 
You can have them baked or mashed. 
They grow in the ground, 
And they don’t make a sound. 
 
 
 
Potatoes by Miley Coughlan 

 
Potatoes can be lots of 
different sizes. You can have 
them baked or mashed. They 
can be planted in the ground or 
in pots. Potatoes are good with 
most things like butter, salt 

and gravy. Potatoes can be made into hot chips like the ones we get from 
the shop. Potatoes are good for you. 

 
Potatoes by Avery Hunt 
Potatoes are yummy and good for 
you. They can be mashed, baked 
and fried, so lots of different ideas 
to choose from. Potatoes can be 
planted in the ground and in pots. 
Potatoes are best with gravy, salt 
and butter. Most common is butter,  

          a lot of people like butter!  
   Potatoes are the best! 
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PRODUCTION PHOTOS… 
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MATARIKI CELEBRATIONS 
Wednesday 1st July 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Refer to our website for further term updates 

 

2 July Newsletter 

3 July Whole School Assembly   - 11.30am - All Welcome 
Term 2 Finishes 

20 July Term 3 Commences 
Cohort Entry 
BOT Mtg 6pm 

23 July Waiwhio Camp meeting 3.10pm and 5.30pm 
Newsletter 

24 July Whole School Assembly   - 11.30am - All Welcome 

29 July Year 2 Planting Day at Harts Creek 

30 July Friendly games vs Dunsandal 

31 July PTA Disco 

4 August Friendly games v Southbridge  
PTA Meeting 7pm 

5 August Learning Conferences 2pm early finish 

6 August Learning Conferences 2pm early finish 

7 August Whole School Assembly   - 11.30am - All Welcome 

11 August Cohort Entry School Visits 

12 August Animal Control Education Program 
Cluster Speech Competition 

13 August Waiwhio Camp 

14 August Waiwhio Camp 

17 - 20 Aug Maths Week 

18 August Zone Winter Tournament 
Cohort Entry School Visits 

19 August pp Zone Winter Tournament 

20 August Newsletter 

21 August TOD - School Closed 

24 August Cohort Entry 

26 August  Cricket Yr 1 - Yr 4 
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Leeston School Term Dates  

2027 

 

 

Term 1 

Monday 1st Feb – Friday 9th April      10 weeks 

  

 

Term 2 

Tuesday 27th April - Friday 2nd July    10 weeks 

 

  

Term 3 

Monday 19th July - Friday 24th September   10 weeks  
 

Term 4 

Monday 11th October - Thursday 16th December  10 weeks 

 

 

Teacher Only Days 
Thursday 28th January   School Closed 

   

 
Public Holidays - School Closed 
Waitangi Day     Mon 8 February (Observed) 
Easter Good Friday    Fri 26 April  
Easter Monday/Tuesday  Mon 29 and 30 April   
Anzac Day    Mon 26 April (Observed) 
King's Birthday     Monday 7th June  
Matariki    Friday 25 June 
Labour Day     Monday 25 October 
Canterbury Show Day    Friday 12 November  

 

 
Please note that there may be an additional 1-2 teacher only days set during the year. 

We will endeavour to give at least 1 term’s notice of any TOD once they are confirmed.  
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

  
The school holidays are on their way and we are so pleased that we can continue to offer our fabulous, discounted 
BBs holiday programme prices! 
  
Full Day (7:00am – 6:00pm): ONLY $55 (save $15) 
School Hours (8:30am – 3:00pm): ONLY $40 (save $20) 
*Additional costs apply for Excursion & Incursion Days.  OSCAR SUBSIDIES AVAILABLE  
  
Term 2 Holiday Programmes are NOW OPEN for bookings at Busy Bumbles — where children have maximum fun 
while parents enjoy our awesome low prices. Don’t miss out, spots are filling fast.  
To book, head to: 
  
https://enrolmy.com/busy-bumbles?emyatb=4w7ygdi834#/name/%25holiday%25 
  
Find more information and view the activity overviews for each venue here: https://busybumbles.co.nz/our-
programmes/holiday-programmes/ 
  
Get ready for lots of holiday fun. Book your space online today, or contact our friendly team to learn more.  
www.busybumbles.co.nz 
 
 

 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ws4lpcmv.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F6a277ff7-2D281c-2D4f32-2D9b02-2D4e030a4d82ed-253Fgoto-3DbVY5bHZlZDlLUVhaY2lOcnRtbU85N0JmcE5LZ0hQcWpjcEJNczVBWmNjTUNqTms1OVhrQzNxakZjOG5FSzV2UU1odlM0b1lpSjFuNVVSZ1AwOFRIaFhSaUNzLXZxcC1yTTBoZDJRMWJpRU9vc2VDa3Mzdi14SThHUWJfQVJyMmZ5Y2xPOG8zbklLWW8tR2ZOa1poWVFndmhMTkxUUGxoQnU5VHNfQmlLa0hzdGoyUERscGFNZE05THZJYzctLThD_1_0100019eaa501203-2Da32f5b70-2D10a7-2D4408-2Da906-2D493694a45e28-2D000000_tw-2DIPSl6-5FxXs8UgWgitpfm6M38g-3D473&d=DwMCaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=fcsBGZW7RJgjPkEtZ9E8u-AkMLPEW5QX3hzzAmtBJu0jhzjb9hbYFRdYhFnXCMLW&s=bbT-ogxrvhTp4KVnZPP9oRW6mUEjQy0l1G7qq9IX7us&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ws4lpcmv.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F6a277ff7-2D281c-2D4f32-2D9b02-2D4e030a4d82ed-253Fgoto-3DN1FoYkVqZkRJNWs4ckViM01sX0dwcjkyb3ZPZnV5OUExMmF3cGFIVDNfMVJlVkF6X0hCMXBGWDVsaU5WMU5mcThMZmd4Z1VGbDhOTjh5QjEzR0xGNEwwUEt2TFZqdmtrRXVFMHlaTHhCV0Z0ZGpyemxtVGxOQjJ6VWNCQUxNOUNYY1lYejRGYjF5RWNZV05Mblh5VlhsRWJWNEJZNW13ZA-3D-3D_1_0100019eaa501203-2Da32f5b70-2D10a7-2D4408-2Da906-2D493694a45e28-2D000000_-5Fh-2DOxMoex7ESmoQGwB3vN3lCaJs-3D473&d=DwMCaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=fcsBGZW7RJgjPkEtZ9E8u-AkMLPEW5QX3hzzAmtBJu0jhzjb9hbYFRdYhFnXCMLW&s=oN6mZO399xwD15ooxzmLQOwWrBfWfW66__Ix7XehVU8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ws4lpcmv.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F6a277ff7-2D281c-2D4f32-2D9b02-2D4e030a4d82ed-253Fgoto-3DN1FoYkVqZkRJNWs4ckViM01sX0dwcjkyb3ZPZnV5OUExMmF3cGFIVDNfMVJlVkF6X0hCMXBGWDVsaU5WMU5mcThMZmd4Z1VGbDhOTjh5QjEzR0xGNEwwUEt2TFZqdmtrRXVFMHlaTHhCV0Z0ZGpyemxtVGxOQjJ6VWNCQUxNOUNYY1lYejRGYjF5RWNZV05Mblh5VlhsRWJWNEJZNW13ZA-3D-3D_1_0100019eaa501203-2Da32f5b70-2D10a7-2D4408-2Da906-2D493694a45e28-2D000000_-5Fh-2DOxMoex7ESmoQGwB3vN3lCaJs-3D473&d=DwMCaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=fcsBGZW7RJgjPkEtZ9E8u-AkMLPEW5QX3hzzAmtBJu0jhzjb9hbYFRdYhFnXCMLW&s=oN6mZO399xwD15ooxzmLQOwWrBfWfW66__Ix7XehVU8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.busybumbles.co.nz&d=DwQCaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=fcsBGZW7RJgjPkEtZ9E8u-AkMLPEW5QX3hzzAmtBJu0jhzjb9hbYFRdYhFnXCMLW&s=VtsRxJRZcWgTIsTqweetEY2c55OsdWutCXqlBbJVafA&e=
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From 6 July to 17 July, we'll be hiding 120 Bayleys rocks 
throughout Leeston, Southbridge, and Dunsandel. Each 
day we'll post clues on our Facebook page to help 
families find the hidden rocks. 
 
When a child finds a rock, they can bring it into the 
Bayleys Leeston office to receive a free lolly bag. Every 
rock returned also goes into the draw to win one of our 
prize packs at the end of the school holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


